Meeting Benny Andersson
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Alexander Stein
Dear Ice,
What a nice idea to come up with. Excited to read what others have to say about Meeting Benny
Andersson.
I met Benny twice back in 2003 and 2004 when me and my friend strolled around Mono Music. I
knew from others that Benny would be the kindest pop star if you had the chance to meet him. So,
before we took off to Sweden, all my friends laughed at me and clearly said it was impossible that
one member of ABBA, a pop group as big as the Beatles, would open the door and talk to you just
like that. But it turned out exactly like that: we rang the office bell and Benny himself opened,
smiling. How he could help us, he asked. It has been one of the most overwhelming moments in my
life. We were chatting for a few minutes, mainly about the new CHESS pa svenska production. One
year later he also signed the Josefin Nilsson album, saying "What a lovely girl!" And later that day,
we were able to visit the Mono Music Studio by appointment.
There we stood: next to us two chairs where two hours before Benny and Björn had worked on
"Midnattsdans" for BAO, the lyric sheets and handmade notes still lying around. It took another 11
years that we were able to visit Riksmixningsverket too, but then Benny wasn't around. And finally,
standing next to Benny's Yamaha-GX 1 (which at that time was almost completely hidden under piles
of cables, gadgets and other stuff) was another overwhelming moment. Still, I see Benny regularly in
person on each BAO summer tour. He smiles back as we wave to him - at least that's what we
think...
Please feel free to change language if you detect anything. I have just written as memories came
back.
All the best,
Alexander,
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Nick Hardy
Hi Ice
Here's my account of a once-in-a-lifetime meeting:
It was a lovely July morning in Stockholm, 2001. I had decided to travel over alone for the weekend,
enjoy the city and visit a few landmarks. I wandered around the centre for a while, at one point
visiting a record store where I bought a couple of CDs; a new copy of Frida's Djupa Andetag (the first
had worn out, I told myself!) and Benny's November 1989.
I fancied a coffee and stopped off at a tiny coffee house in Gamla Stan, where it occurred to me I
could walk over to Skeppsholmen and head for Mono Music. It would be lovely to get a selfie with it
in the background.
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It was very easy to find. A small, dark single-storey building that looked more like a scout hut than a
recording studio, Mono Music was very unprepossessing, much like Benny himself, I thought.
I approached it nervously, not wanting to appear like a sweaty, obsessed fan. I circled the building
and wondered whether I should knock, and... but it looked closed. I couldn't see lights on inside, so I
walked over to the water's edge and enjoyed the views of the museum and the old town and took a
couple of photos.
Then I heard a sound from behind. I turned and a door opened. A small dog came bouncing over, tail
wagging and I instinctively fussed it a little before I became aware of someone walking towards me.
Benny!! He was smiling and holding his hand out to shake mine. I was stunned and lost for words. I
said hello and probably thanked him for coming out, I don't remember. He asked where I was from
and what I was doing in the city. I told him what he probably knew anyway - that I was a life-long
ABBA fan and we chatted for a good five minutes about what the group meant to me and also about
post-ABBA stuff like Kristina (he confirmed at the time they were working on an English version) and
his solo work, which reminded me about the CD I had. I asked if he might be kind enough to sign it
and he did. "To Nick from Benny Anderson" he wrote.
Then it was over. I couldn't quite believe what had just happened but I'll never forget that day. I
walked back to the hotel on a cloud. Thanks, Benny.
Hope that's ok. If it's too long and you want me to edit it, please let me know. Or feel free to
yourself. Whatever is easier.
Thank you, Ice
Nick Hardy
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Laura Zuliani
I met Benny at Mono Music in January 2017, he was the kindest person I've ever met. Görel was
also an angel as always. Since I was little girl I dreamed of meeting him, and he was exactly as I
imagined. We spent an hour with him in the studio, talking about ABBA's fame in Brazil and other
things. When we were saying goodbye I made an unprecedented request, I asked for an autograph
on my wrist that I would tattoo. He looked at me and said he wouldn't do it because I would regret
it, then said he would never regret it because he was an idol to me, and forever will be. So he signed
my wrist (his name and a heart). I wish he knew it was the best choice I had. On the same day I
marked my skin with the signature of the man I most admire. I hope to see him again one day to
show my tattoo and say again that I didn't regret it and I won't regret it!!!!
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Peggy Hughes
Hi Ice!
I met Benny only once and that was at the Kristina Från Duvemåla concert at Carnegie Hall on
September 24, 2009. I am not sure if he was really happy with me because I was sorta-kinda waiting
for him when he came out of the restroom. LOL! But, as you can see by the photos, I wasn’t the only
one, so I don’t feel any remorse. It’s hard to see from the picture, but in the first pic he is looking at a
photograph that I took at the ABBA concert I attended in Chicago on September 30, 1979. I had seats
in the 2nd row and got an amazing photo during “The Way Old Friends Do” of the 4 group members.
He was really cool and thought it was nice that I had saved the photo all these years later. On a side
note: I donated the photo to The ABBA Museum in Stockholm in 2019! He also signed my Playbill for
the Kristina concert. We had seats about 10 rows in front of him for the Kristina concert and as they
turned the lights down, you could hear the crowd gasping because Meryl Streep and Christine
Baranski took their seats next to him and Björn. It was a really surreal moment!
I was able to say a quick hello to him the following night as after the 2nd night of the concert, as
there was a reception for Minnesota Swedish Consulate that I just so happened to find a way to
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purchase tickets for. I met Björn that evening and he also was able to sign my ABBA photo. I
remember him saying “Why have you kept this all these years? It’s crazy, we’re so young”. He was
really nice, too. Later that evening I met Russell Watson, Helen Sjöholm and Görel Hanser. They
were all very gracious and were happy to sign my program and take photos with me. It was a
fantastic night!
Kind regards,
Peg Hughes
Chicago, IL
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Alf Pink
In late June 2019 my nephew Dominic arranged a trip to Sweden for his Mum (my sister) and me to
attend a concert by Benny Andersons Orkester with him and perhaps a meeting with Benny
Anderson too.
What a great time we three had! On concert night we had VIP passes in a special section of the
audience close to the stage to watch the show. We arrived early and were met by Benny’s long time
assistant Görel who showed us to our special seats and said she would tell Benny we had arrived.
A while later she returned and escorted us to the building where the band where housed. Benny
came out to greet us and showed us into a room that he said would be quieter for the four of us.
What an experience to meet him - he was so friendly, open, down to earth, modest and welcoming
and did not mind answering any questions we asked of him. Benny spent about 30 minutes with us,
which was so generous especially as it was getting time for him to change for the show. He showed
us out and we asked if he minded a few photos.
He put his arms around us and the photos flowed. Strangely he told us he got nervous before a show
not because of the playing or singing as the band were fantastic pros but about introducing the show
and worrying that the audience had a great time.
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Charly B
I only met Benny once. It was on the 12th September 2015 at the re-premiere of the musical
"Kristina från Duvemåla" in Cirkus, Stockholm.
I was waiting in front of the Cirkus entry and after a while Benny came around the corner and I just
asked him to sign my Kristina booklet. Unfortunately, I could not talk to him further because he was
in stress. :-) But I will never forget this short meeting.
Attached a pic with him just signing my booklet.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
J M Francois
I met Benny after the preview opening for the fanclub of the ABBA museum. We, my wife and our
two dear friends from England, took the Ferry from djurgarden to skepsholmen just to see the studio
building of Mono music. The evening before we saw Hjalp Sokes. Arriving at the studio we saw an
expensive car parked near the building. My friends just sat on a bench nearby while i circled Mono
Music with my camera. I Joined the rest of the group at the bench and said “ if we wait long enough
he’s bound to come out”. Right after I said that, the front door opened and Benny stepped out. I was
already walking. My friends later said, “you ran like a rat up a drainpipe”. I greeted him saying: Mr
Andersson, we were just at the museum, and you still don’t look like a museum piece.“ He
responded “thank God I’m not” We shook hands and i told him we went to see ‘Hjälp sökes’ the
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other night and since we were from Holland and England we did not understand one word but loved
the music. He asked us “did the goat jump ?” He was referring to a scene in which the goat has to
walk, jump, over two cows by means of wooden boards. In our case he did not. Benny said, “yes, i
know, he has been on strike” I asked him if the musical would ever be seen in other parts of Europe,
but he responded it would be to much trouble getting the cows through customs. It was a hilarious
conversation really. We took a few pictures and were on our way, thanking him for his time. It was a
wonderful moment meeting this very down to earth guy. I shook the same hand that ever first
played Dancing Queen!!

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Iris Eimler
Hello, my name is Iris and I come from Germany.
I met Benny for the first time in January on my birthday 2019 after I fulfilled a great dream, namely
to record a song for myself in Benny's studio for the feeling to do it. (I play drums, guitar, cajon and
percussion in a small band).
After the recording, my husband and I went for a walk on Skeppsholmen when Benny happened to
come out of his office to drive home. We couldn't believe it!! I took up all courage and asked him for
a photo together. I have positive memories of the encounter and the short, small talk. Benny is a
nice, lovable, personable guy! A great birthday present for a big ABBA and BAO fan!
Easter 2019 we were back to Stockholm. In the best weather we went for a walk on Skeppsholmen
when Benny came to work. We couldn’t believe it again! I bravely approached him asked again him
for a photo together. He told us that he will be touring with his band BAO this summer. So we
travelled to Stockholm again to experience this unforgettable and great concert.
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Thank you Benny and BAO!!!
Greetings from Germany!
Iris Eimler

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Liliana Maria Lobo Correa
I met Benny on 25/04/21 at lunchtime, on my first and the only trip to Sweden. As a huge ABBA fan ,
when I went to Mono Music I had a little hope to meet him there, but in my first try? My husband
and I went to Sweden because of ABBA. I will never forget those moments,when Benny appeared
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with a smile and was talking with us for some minutes. He said that my country had a good football
selection. Between other things he said that ABBA had never come to South America but he will
some day.He signed my ABBA guide and he allowed me to kiss him and hug. Later I visited ABBA the
museum, happier than ever.

© 2022 – Rights remain with the contributors – no reproduction without permission from the authors.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Jamie Bodyfelt
When I finalized plans for a ten-day visit to Stockholm in April of 2016, I contacted
Gorel Hanser to see if Benny would be in town. She invited me to come by Mono Music.
It had been almost seven years since Benny and I had last spent time together before "Kristina" at
New York's Carnegie Hall. I was
hoping to visit with him for the sixth time while I was in Stockholm.
When Benny saw me at Mono, he gave me a big bear hug and asked how long it had been since we
last saw each other. We had a wonderful visit. He talked of his concern for those like me living with a
disability. Deeply touched, he couldn't believe I came 6,300 miles from Wyoming to see him.
Benny signed the two CDs I had brought and before I left, he told me to wait because he had a gift
he wanted to give to me. He
went into the office and came out with the BAO boxed set, which he had signed. He had drawn a
large heart under my name. He
said, "You probably already have this, but I still wanted to give it to you."
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The dozens of items Benny has autographed for me, many with a personal message, will continue to
remind me why I remain his biggest fan.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
David Legrand
Hello icethesite,
Very good initiative
as short as possible

... Here is my little story of meeting Benny for the first time, I tried to make it

It was August 1992, together with 3 friends we decided to see Frida's come back concert for the
environment at the Royal Palace in Stockholm.
During our stay in the capital we also met Agnetha but we still haven't seen the B's... On our last day
which was also my 28th birthday on August 27, we took a chance and decided to ring at the door of
the old Polar Music Office... The nice secretaire let us in but asked us to wait at the entrance... Björn
arrived first, very nice as always, he spent some time with us and said Benny should come very
soon... indeed, after 15 minutes Benny arrived, he was so kind, he was in the middle of composing
the music for Kristina but told us they were also producing a pop record for Josefin Nilsson and took
some pictures with us... what a wonderful birthday present it was ... we left the building together
and before taking his taxi he waved us goodbye... I met him again on some occasions afterwards.
Meeting the 4 ABBA members for the first time the same month of the same year is a fantastic
memories... All is still so fresh in my head
David Legrand
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Gerard Goulding
Hi Ice,
I was in Stockholm in 2008 for the Mamma Mia Movie premier. It had been a lifelong wish to meet
ABBA after being a fan since I first saw them in the Eurovision Song Contest. Finally I couldn’t believe
that here in front of me where ABBA. I still think it was a dream. I stayed in Bennys Rival Hotel and
the morning after whilst I was sat in reception Benny came walking through on his way out. I jumped
at the chance to say hello and shook his hand. Benny was most gracious and so easy to talk with. He
was so happy and told me that it was the first time for many many years that ABBA had all been
together. He was more than happy to have a photo with me and even pulled me in closer. He signed
my ABBA The Movie dvd and that was it he was gone. It lasted maybe 15 minutes but was absolutely
amazing. I was blown away by how humble and down to earth he is. A real gentleman.
Best wishes
Gerry Goulding
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Tom Homulka
My "meeting Benny" story is very short, but memorable to me.
March 2006 in Minnesota. My spouse and I attended "A Midsommar Night's Dream," a benefit
hosted by the American Swedish Institute and featuring an evening of live music from Benny
Anderssons Orkester. This was the band's first (and only?) U.S. performance. Over the course of the
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weekend at the Sheraton Bloomington Hotel, we met most of the orchestra, including Helen Sjöholm
and Tommy Körberg. The entire performance was beyond incredible. They played for hours, the
crowd sang, danced and cheered for more.
While we watched Benny play the piano and accordion all evening, we didn't get a chance to say
hello to him that night. The next morning, as we were buying coffee at the hotel coffee shop before
our drive back to Chicago, we heard a voice behind us order a double espresso. I glanced back as I
moved out of line and saw that it was Benny. I wanted to say something, but didn't want to disturb
him either. So, as he walked over to grab a napkin, I got the nerve to just tell him that I really
enjoyed the show. He was friendly and said something to the effect of "Oh so you did!" I thanked
him and the band for coming all the way to Minnesota to perform, and that was pretty much it.
I had a longer chat with Helen the previous day and even practiced a line or two of Swedish while we
talked. She was very gracious, and took a nice photo with me. All in all, a memorable weekend. Such
a fun, uplifting vibe. I still smile and pinch myself everytime I think back to that wonderful weekend
in 2006.
That's my story!
Thanks.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Stefan Tölle
Hi, the last time I've met Benny was on Apr 6th in 2004 at the 5th anniversary performance of
Mamma Mia! I even made it in the official "Super Troupers" documentary, the picture is a
screenshot of that. Best regards from Germany, Stefan

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Claudia
I met Benny several times in the 90ties at Mono Music or "Kristina". He impressed me very much
with his calmness. He also signed a couple of photos for me, much more than I ever expected. I was
also able to see him play the accordion at the at the evening of Kristina with Orsa Spelmän.
I also have been at 3 BAO concerts which was such a great experience. Wish him all the best for the
future.
Claudia from Munich
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Marco Dirven
I'm not the type of fan who rings the doorbell at mono music to ask for an autograph. I think I'm a
bit shy in that area and I probably have too much respect for someone's privacy. Yet I have met
Benny several times. And I cherish all those encounters, because ever since CHESS I have been a
huge admirer of his music. I think I play his music every day. His music touches me, moves me,
makes me happy.
So meeting your hero is special. If I have to pick a moment then it is Trondheim. In Trondheim I was
allowed to photograph Benny during his rehearsals in the cathedral. I love photography and being
able to shoot for an hour during a rehearsal with Benny playing right in front of me was very special
to me. I cherish that moment immensely. I realised then that I like theatre/concert photography
and I started to develop myself in that field. Afterwards I was exhausted but also very happy. Three
friends who sneaked into the cathedral en who saw me photographing said to me: we have never
seen you so happy. So true!
Greetings,
Marco
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Mette Kilen
I do not know if my experience counts in this case, but on May 26th 1991 I was at a folk party in
Stockholm due to help Kurdish refugees. At this event Andersson played his accordion together with
some other musicians, some of them from Orsa Spelmän. I live in Denmark but had a temporary job
and home in Stockholm, so the only "Andersson thing" I had at that time was a copy of "Fågelsång i
Sverige", which I brought with me this afternoon. I very excited and could not find out to ask for an
autograph, but I was so lucky that Andersson asked me: "Do you what me to sign that?", and I
answered "Yes please, if you want to". I still remember how my knees were shaking.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Peter De Saer
Hello,
first time I saw Benny, was in April 99 at the première of MM in London. I saw also Björn and I had
the chance to talk with Lena and Linda when they went to the afterparty.
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But some months later I was in Stockholm to see the last performance of Kristina Fran Duvemala. I
was there with a friend. We bought some old ABBA stuff and went to the Mono Music office. And
yes, when we came there, Benny and a man came out. We approached him and asked for some
autographs and pictures. He was very friendly and asked what I thought of MM (I was wearing a MM
t shirt). Finally, I had the chance to talk to him (And without other fans in the neighbourhood). I will
never forget this moment. Later I saw Benny a few times with BAO and on MM performances. Such a
nice guy!

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Mike New
Hi
Just thought I would share my Benny meeting with you.
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I have been lucky enough over the past years to attend many shows and events that have also been
attended by Benny, eg BAO at Hampstead Heath in 2009, Mamma Mia film premiere in London in
2008, Kristina in concert at the Royal Albert Hall and the Mamma Mia 5th Anniversary Show.
Over this time I have taken many photos of the man himself although never one of the two of us
together.
I was planning a trip to Stockholm in May 2013 to attend the opening of ABBA The Museum and
thought I would take a chance and email Gorel to see if she could arrange a meeting with Benny for
me.
She replied with a date and a time saying that Benny would probably be in. I compiled a photo book
of all the pictures of Benny that I had taken with dates and places listed to give to him as a present
on my visit,
The time arrived and I nervously approached Mono Music and knocked on the door with my email in
hand. Somebody answered the door and I explained why I was there. They fetched Gorel and she
greeted me with a lovely smile and said she would find Benny who was somewhere in the building.
Then there he was in front of me. I presented him with the photo book and we went through it
talking about the various events. We spent about five minutes discussing my love of ABBA, the
success of Mamma Mia and the amazing songs in Kristina. Görel then took a photo of the two of us
together and he kindly signed a couple of my CDs.
We said our goodbyes and Benny disappeared back into the building.
I later sent a large copy of the photograph of the two of us to the office which was returned to me
signed by Benny which has pride of place on my wall.
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Ps. Only a few years ago when I was looking through ABBA The Official Photo Book and I realised
that whilst Benny was outside with me Bjorn and Frida were inside the building as the photo on page
384 was taken at the time of the museum opening and Benny was wearing the same clothes, even
with his shirt sleeves turned up. How ironic that a brick wall separated me from another two ABBA
members.
Best Wishes
Mike New.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Tillman Graach

I have wanted to see Benny live with BAO for years, but somehow it never worked out. So when the
release concert for the "Kärlekens Tid" choir album was announced in the late summer of 2015, I
had a kind of "now or never" moment, booked a ticket and eventually travelled from Germany to
Stockholm in September.
After having spent the entire afternoon at the ABBA Museum, I went to Eric Ericsonhallen on
Skeppsholmen. It was a great experience to see Benny walk around even before the beginning of the
concert and imagine my excitement when I saw Björn and Lena enter the venue and take their seats
in the audience!
Of course I got autographs of both Björn and Benny afterwards, and a photo with Benny which now
adorns my piano (see attachment). I was too shy and unobtrusive to seek out an actual conversation
with either of them, which I regret somewhat in hindsight. But of course, it is still one of my greatest
memories ever to have met one half of ABBA in real life. And two for the price of one, actually!
Best, Till
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Anke Walkenhorst
Hallo everyone !
Here comes my Benny Andersson Story:
I was a shy girl of 15 and waited in front of the Park Hotel Bremen in the morning of 1979, to see the
members of the group on a cold November day. But no-one came out. In the evening I had a ticket
for the concert but sat so far away, that I saw them in „mini format“.
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Next try was several years later. When the ABBA museum opened in 2013. I was invited to visit the
museum two days before the opening. (With the Fanclub to try all things out), at the official day on
Monday I had to work again, and flew home.
The same year, a little bit later (September) I visited the museum again. Tried to knock on the door
at Mono Music…but there was no-one.
Next „try“…the Netherlands Fanclub had an event again. Interview with Görel, Ove Sundström, Carl
Magnus Palm…. On that day I went in the tram after the interview, because I was so tired and
wanted to join the event on the evening…..that was my very sad day… I sat in the tram to the hotel
and Benny came in the Museum to play piano with Thank You For The Music…I missed it.
Well..then I read in the newspaper Benny will come to Carmen Nebel Show in Hannover to promote
his „Piano CD“. I said to my husband, let us buy a ticket and stay in the hotel near the Arena, where
the show started. And we did.
I saw Regina (Intermezzo Fanclub) sitting at the bar, and thought…maybe Benny is in this hotel…..we
waited for hours. Regina was 10 minutes away to the conference room, to look ….and met Benny on
the way. (I waited at the bar). She said, you will see him coming out of the conference room, so go
there.
I did and no-one came out, Benny took another door to leave. :-(
So I jointed the show at the evening and saw Benny on stage, playing several songs (it was fantastic)
After it I waited of him in the hotel, until late midnight. He did not come…., so I thought to meet him
at the breakfast next morning. No Benny there. Later I read that he never eats breakfast in the hotel.
We wanted to drive home and I waited again at the back door. There came a limousine and I heard a
voice…my heart started to hit a lot …. And there was my magic moment….Benny came out of the
escalator ! I told him my name, that I missed him all my life to meet and wanted to get my mobile
phone signed.
He was so friendly. My husband made a photo, and Benny said to him: make some more, that they
will be good ! I was so happy that I got tears in my eyes.
And I had his „Piano CD“ in my bag, forgot to ask him to sign it…it was incredible. After our meeting I
cried and felt like „under engine“ . Thank you Benny for that special moment in my life !!
After that, I saw Benny again in Berlin, where he got an award and at Mono Music later. Also on the
5 years jubilee of the ABBA museum, where he played accordion , in London Hammersmith for the
big Mamma Mia movie event, and 2019 in Stockholm for the BAO concert. I loved it !!
Anke
Photos by Jörg-Peter Walkenhorst:
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Jane Donoghue
I noticed recently that you are collecting stories of meeting Benny, and thought I could contribute
something interesting. Whilst I have met Benny at Mono Music like many others, this one was the
first time, and uniquely, it was after BAO’s first concert outside Sweden, in Scotland. It still amazes
me to this day that I was lucky enough to experience this. I hope you like it- here’s the story;
"I had to pinch myself in 2001 when I found out that the Benny Andersson Band would be playing
Glasgow as part of a Swedish cultural festival in my home city. At last I would see a member on Abba
in the flesh, and even better, performing.
The show was of course amazing, as was meeting other fans, and I even shook hands with Benny
when he arrived at the venue. But the magic happened as I walked back to my car at 1am to see the
whole band emerging from the bar that they had been in after the show. The street was deserted,
and this was my big chance! I approached and met his drummer, Jörgen Stenberg, who said he
would happily ask Benny to say hello to me. And there he was! I couldn’t believe it. I said how much
I’d enjoyed the show, mentioned the similarities between Swedish and Scottish folk music and asked
if we could have photo. No problem! Benny signed my CD of More Abba Gold and asked my name as
he signed. Jörgen, the drummer (what a guy!) kindly took a couple of photos of me with Benny. My
car was the only one in the street. I got in and watched the entire BAO band, Gorel, Mona, etc walk
off into the distance under the glow of the streetlamps, thinking – “Did that really just happen?” It
did. My dream came true. I met a member of Abba; my hero- Benny Andersson."
I also attach one of the photos…

© 2022 – Rights remain with the contributors – no reproduction without permission from the authors.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Diana Pavlova
Hi,
I was lucky to meet Benny twice, after each of the two concerts of BAO I visited with my best friend,
also an ABBA fan - Tatiana Nikolova-Houston.
The first time was in 2016 in Goteborg, we had an arranged meeting after Tatiana mailing Gorel to
meet Benny and make him a present - a painting of my friend Tatiana - The tree of life.
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After the concert we went near the fence and ask the guardian for Gorel, but we did not pronounse
it correctly and with the help of a friend of the guardian he understood that we are asking for this
person. Gorel came and brought Benny. My friend kissed his hand, this is a tradition here in Bulgaria
to kiss the hand of a person showing your respect (mother, father, old people) or a priest. Tatiana
said that this action came from her heart, like thanking him for the music, Benny was a little
confused, but he liked the painting of my friend and after few weeks Gorel sent a picture of Benny
with the painting, that is attached. He signed our new BAO CDs and we made few photos, but they
were not good (one with Tatian is attached anyway).
The second time, it was in 2019, in Stockholm, Skansen. After the concert I went to the fence and
suddenly Benny came right there where I was, I gave him the ticket to sign it, that was the only thing
I have because I was not prepared for this meeting. I did not manage to have a picture with him, but
there was a journalist, David Torch he gave me the name of the paper he was working - The New
York Times, and I managed to find a picture in the Internet that is attached to the mail. I am the one
with the gray jacket :).
The name of the article is: A Bus Journey to a Time Before ABBA
(https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/14/arts/music/benny-andersson-orkester-dansbandabba.html).
Being a Bulgarian in these years when I became an ABBA fan (1977) and living behind the Iron
curtain, I never thought that I will meet them one day, but as I said I was lucky, I hope I will meet the
other members also, although Benny is the most approachable :)! And being in a paper like The New
York Times, together with Benny is a quite an accomplishment :)!
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Thank you for the possibility to express my joy of meeting Benny!
With my Best Regards,
Diana Pavlova,

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Sara Russell
I first met Benny Andersson at the première of Chess on 14 May 1986. I did not have a ticket but
waited for everyone to emerge from the front of the Prince Edward Theatre. Sure enough Benny
came out with Mona and I asked him if I could take a photo with him. He said, "Yes" and I thrust out
my camera to a friend to take the photo. Remember those days of waiting for the red light to come
on so the flash would work? It seemed to take forever and while Benny stood there with me next to
him and I had my right arm around his waist, I could tell he was getting impatient. Sure enough, he
had somewhere to go and so he wandered off into the night. Then the red light came on but he was
gone. I was crushed! My only hope was that a photo taken earlier in the evening would come out as
I walked alongside Benny. The photo came out all right, but Benny was only recognisable by what he
was wearing as his head was missing from the photograph. Quite a heartbreaking night!

However, four years previously, while waiting to see ABBA as they arrived at The Belfy Club in
London I had a wonderful Benny experience. It was 5 November 1982 and it was very cold waiting on
that pavement for them to leave the press event that was taking place inside. As crowds gathered
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on the pavement directly outside the club, I ventured to the road to be on the other side of a
window to hopefully get a better view of whoever got in the car. Benny came out with Görel and got
in the car first which meant he was just the other side of the car window to me. I got a photo and
then burst out crying. It was all a bit too much! He saw me and laughed but then as the car pulled
away, he turned round and it seemed like he was looking at me and waving as the car disappeared
into the distance. A very precious memory.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Sylke Gaidies
Hello,
We were in Stockholm in 2018 for Abba-Day, meeting with the Abba Fanclub. At one day my
husband and I took the bus to Mono Music in hopes of meeting Benny there. I rang the doorbell
there, an employee opened the door and told us, that Benny were there, he is working, but we had
to wait for him until he takes a break, then he'd come out. We waited
1,5 hours. In the meantime, 8 more Abba fans came. Then Benny came out, took photos with us and
gave autographs. He signed my "piano" CD, I was very very excited and very very happy. It was an
unforgettable adventure, and a dream came true :-)
Best Regards
Sylke Gaidies-Birlin
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Michael Flint
As a huge ABBA fan from Toronto, Canada, I’ve had the pleasure of seeing Benny Andersson in
concert three times with Benny Anderssons Orkester, once in 2012 in Uppsala for my 42nd birthday,
and twice in 2019 at Skansen in Stockholm and at Trosa. But the icing on the cake has actually been
able to meet and talk to him in person.
In 2016 I travelled to Stockholm as a member of the Official ABBA Fan Club to celebrate the club’s
30th anniversary at the Pop House Hotel and the ABBA Museum. Benny himself made a surprise
appearance on Saturday, April 23, during a series of lectures and presentations. He thanked
everyone there for their support of ABBA and answered some questions from the audience. In a
flash of hurry, I thanked him for the concert he gave at Uppsala and said it was the most exciting
birthday I had ever experienced, which he seemed very appreciative of. But I forgot that I was
supposed to ask a question!
I returned to Stockholm in 2018 when the ABBA Fan Club Day was held at the Pop House Hotel to
celebrate the ABBA Museum and hotel’s fifth anniversary and the opening of a new exhibit in the
museum. On Monday, May 7, some friends convinced me to travel to the Mono Music studios and
wait outside because there was word that Benny and Björn Ulvaeus would be making appearances
later at the museum. Nervous about doing this at first, I eventually decided to go. Björn definitely
was there and I managed to get a picture with him and have him sign my copy of the double CD of
the Swedish production of Chess. But there were too many people hanging around outside waiting
to meet Benny, so I went to eat lunch and decided to come back later.
Sure enough, it was smart because there was only one other person outside. We chatted a while and
Benny came around, saw that we were the only two at first (two other fans ran toward us when they
saw him there!), and very generously signed some items for us (including the Piano CD) and posed
for pictures. He was surprised that I was from Canada and could speak Swedish. And I was able to
ask him the question I meant to ask the first time!
It feels amazing to be able to talk to people who have given you so much pleasure through the music
they’ve created for decades. Even if I never have the chance to meet Benny and Björn again, I’ll still
have many happy memories of those times I did.
And the idea of going on adventures like this is to create happy memories.
Mike Flint
Toronto, Canada

© 2022 – Rights remain with the contributors – no reproduction without permission from the authors.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Jan Brzozowski
I was in New York City attending a preview of "Chess ♟"....
I took a chance that after the show Benny might come out of the stage door. As good fortune would
have it , he did !! .... and with Björn and Tim Rice . Benny took the time to talk to me and he asked
me about my thoughts of the show . I told him how I had seen ABBA in concert in Chicago while the
were on their first American tour . He was so gracious and kind to me . Years later , Benny and
Björn sat several rows behind me at Kristina in Concert . What luck to have these encounters with
such stars
of the music world !!!!
JAN
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Dick Duineveld
In May 2013 my partner and I went to Stockholm for the opening of Abba The Museum.
On the 8th of May, the day after the opening, we decided to go to the Mono Music building on
Skepsholmen with the intention and hope of meeting Benny.
We were waiting outside on the bench, slightly nervous of course….. we didn’t know if he was in
there or not….
And then….. after a while….. the door opened and Benny walked out…
We were a bit hesitant but at the same time it was like: ‘it’s now or never’ and we walked up to him.
He was very friendly and within seconds we felt at ease. He asked us what we liked most in the
museum. I told him that I especially liked the guided tour, narrated by the ABBA members
themselves, very much, because their stories came across as very down to earth. Benny smiled and
said: ‘that’s us’. We talked a little bit more, he signed an item end then we said goodbye, he closed
the shutters of the Mono Music building and he then drove away in his little car… .
It was all very relaxed and we absolutely do have a good memories of meeting him!
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Gerhard Hesen
I've been very lucky to meet Benny on several occasions during promotional activities for 'Chess',
'Gemini', 'Mamma Mia!', 'BAO' and 'Kristina'. The first time was at the AVRO Platengala in Rotterdam
on October 10, 1984 promoting the first single from 'Chess', 'Nobody's Side', with Björn, Tim Rice
and Elaine Paige.
I attended the rehearsals and the show and briefly met Benny and Björn outside the Hilton the day
after. The second time was at the concert and afterparty of 'Chess in Concert' at the Amsterdam
Concertgebouw on October 29, 1984 where he kindly signed my advance copy of the Chess concept
album with a white marker.
We met again later that year during the rehearsals and live broadcast of 'Na, Sowas! Extra' from
Augsburg Germany on November 28, 1984 where he joined the choir for Murray Head's 'One Night
In Bangkok' with Björn, Frida and Karin Glenmark. On May 3, 1986 I met him and Björn again in a
television studio in Munich Germany during the rehearsals and broadcast of 'Na Sowas!' while
promoting Gemini's first single 'Just Like That'.
Later that month, on May 13 and 14 I attended the last preview, afterparty at the Limelight and
premiere of 'Chess' at the Prince Edward theatre in Londen where both Benny and Björn were all
over Old Compton Street. On April 9, 1989 I attended both the matinee spoof performance of 'Chess'
and the final performance in the evening as well as the afterparty at the Prince Edward. I returned to
the same theatre in London for the first night of 'Mamma Mia! on April 6, 1999. Another memorable
event I was happy to attend was the concert of the Benny Andersson Band at London's Hampstead
Heath on July 4, 2009.
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My last meeting with Benny, for now, was on April 14, 2010 at the UK premiere of 'Kristina' at the
Royal Albert Hall in London where I finally had a picture taken with him outside the stage door. The
next day we all got caught up in the ash cloud from an Icelandic vulcano with an unpronounceable
name...
Gerard

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Sean Tyler
Hi Ice, here's my contribution to the article you're creating.
I've met Benny a few times at various events over the years, BAO tours in Sweden, Kristina in New
York... but my most memorable and most special meeting with the maestro was at the Svenska
Teatern in Helsinki in 2012. I managed to catch a couple of minutes with Benny one-to-one after the
performance of Kristina fran Duvemala. I told him that his music has had, and continues to have,
such a significant influence throughout the whole of my life. From the moment I first heard ABBA on
the radio in the mid 70s right up to today and beyond. I told him that, quite simply, I can't imagine
what my life would have been like without the music he has created. I know that many, many people
feel the same way. And many more, literally millions and millions of people across have been
touched by his music in one way or another. But in spite of the awesomeness and almost
unfathomable scale of this notion, he just smiled, nodded, and said a quiet 'thank you'. We then
went on to chat about Kristina, music in general, the snow on the ground in Helsinki... everyday
stuff. But it was Jenny's groundedness that struck me. That's what makes him the genius he is, he
connects so easily with everyday people.
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Thanks for all your great content over the years, I for one have really appreciated it. Keep up the fab
work!
Kind regards,
Sean
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Onno
When I went to Mamma Mia, the Party during the first time the Abba Fanclub weekend was held in
Stockholm, we sat at a table with Anita and Ingrid, and we got along very well. So the next time it
was held in Stockholm (in May 2018) we saw each other again regularly and all stayed at the Pop
House Hotel. It was Sunday, and in the middle of the afternoon I got a text from Ingrid: I am at Mono
Music, and mr. Andersson agreed to meet me in 15 minutes. I rushed to the Djurgarden ferry. When
I arrived at Mono Music I teamed up with my friends, and after a few minutes mr. Andersson came
to out. Clearly he had a very busy schedule, but he was very friendly and asked us what we thought
of the newly opened part of the ABBA Museum. We then took some pictures with him, and he
signed my old CD of “The Album”, that I had put in my pocket, and then he went his way. I was
thrilled to have met Mr. Andersson for the first time: For me he is the biggest composer in the world.
I saw that Anita (who is also a huge fan) was a bit disappointed that she didn’t have anything to be
signed with her, so I gave her my newly signed CD because I was so grateful to her for this
opportunity.
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